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Five months before the first Earth Day (1970), on Sunday, November 30, 1969, The New York Times carried a 
lengthy article by Gladwin Hill reporting on the astonishing proliferation of environmental events:  
 
"Rising concern about the environmental crisis is sweeping the nation's campuses with an intensity that may be 
on its way to eclipsing student discontent over the war in Vietnam…a national day of observance of 
environmental problems…is being planned for next spring…when a nationwide environmental 'teach-
in'…coordinated from the office of Senator Gaylord Nelson (of Wisconsin) is planned…."   
If you insert ‘Iraq’ in for Vietnam, the quote stil l stands today….things haven’t changed much in 38 y ears! �


